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M I S S I O N

The mission of the Safe 
Routes Partnership is to 

advance safe walking and 
rolling to and from schools 

and in everyday life, 
improving the health and 
well-being of people of all 
races, income levels, and 

abilities, and building 
healthy, thriving 

communities for everyone.



We know that our bodies 
were designed to move, yet 
many of our communities 

were created with intentional 
inequities that limit mobility. 

We believe change is 
necessary to achieve a vision 
of safe, active, equitable, and 
healthy communities – urban, 

suburban, and rural – for 
everyone.

V I S I O N



We share our deep expertise 
and learn from the field to 
provide solutions through 
webinars, reports, fact sheets, 
toolkits, and relevant resources 
that are accessible to 
everyone.

We lock in change by advancing 
policies and increasing funding
for active transportation and 
healthy, equitable communities 
at the federal, state, and local 
levels.

We support Safe Routes to School 
program development and 
implementation through 
partnerships with local advocates, 
community leaders, neighborhood 
residents, and coalition partners.

We provide one-on-one 
consulting and coaching to 
organizations and local agencies 
seeking to advance walking, 
biking, and equitable, active 
communities.

W H A T  W E  D O



Introductions

Allison Harris 
Walk With Ease Program Coordinator Oregon 

State University Extension Service

Becky Gilliam
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Safe Routes Partnership
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• Introductions
• Overview of Safe Routes to Parks and New Toolkit:  

Connecting People to Parks: A Toolkit to Increase Safe 
and Equitable Access to Local Parks and Green Spaces

• Intersection of Walk With Ease and Safe Routes to Parks 
• Implementing Safe Routes to Parks in Oregon 

Communities 
• Future Learning and Technical Assistance Opportunities
• Discussion, Q&A

Agenda

https://saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/oregon_health_authority_toolkit.pdf


What is Safe Routes to Parks?



Safe Routes to Parks Background





Smart Growth America, Dangerous By Design, 2021



Why Safe Routes to Parks?

• Increase equitable 
access for people 
regardless of race, 
ethnicity, age, or ability

• Increase opportunities 
for physical activity

• Improve safety from 
traffic and personal 
violence

• Decrease the 
environmental impact 
of daily travel

• Strengthen community 
connections



New Oregon-Specific 
Toolkit: 

Connecting People to 
Parks: A Toolkit to 
Increase Safe and 

Equitable Access to Local 
Parks and Green Spaces





How the Toolkit Was Developed

• Support from the Oregon 
Health Authority 

• Lived and professional 
experiences informed the 
development of this toolkit

• Met with 21 partners from 
15 different organizations to 
ask what tools would be 
most helpful

• Additional stakeholder 
review period



How to Use the Toolkit



How to Use the Toolkit



How to Use the Toolkit



How to Use the Toolkit



How to Use the Toolkit



Toolkit Highlights: Strategies for 
Working with Unhoused 

Communities in Parks

• Think about 
homelessness from 
multiple perspectives

• Consider different 
approaches to talking 
about and working with 
unhoused communities

• Gather ideas for 
educating the broader 
community about 
homelessness 
complexities 



Toolkit Highlights: Finding and 
Using Data to Support Safe

Routes to Parks

• Ideas for accessing and 
collecting data

• Effectively sharing 
information to improve 
safe, equitable access

• Curated lists of linked 
resources for national, 
state, and local data

• Quantitative and 
qualitative data 
collection tools

• Platforms to present data



Toolkit Highlights: Creating 
Action Plans that Actually

Get Implemented



Toolkit Highlights: Paying for 
Safe Routes to Parks 

Implementation

• Local, state, and federal 
public funding that can 
go towards Safe Routes 
to Parks work

• Strategies to move 
existing funding toward 
improving safe, equitable 
park access

• Over 20 ideas for 
creatively using existing 
funding!



Toolkit Highlights: Oregon Case 
Studies



Explore the Toolkit!

Connecting People to Parks: A Toolkit to Increase Safe 
and Equitable Access to Local Parks and Green Spaces

https://saferoutespartnership.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/oregon_health_authority_toolkit.pdf


 Introductions
 Overview of Safe Routes to Parks and New Toolkit:  

Connecting People to Parks: A Toolkit to Increase Safe 
and Equitable Access to Local Parks and Green Spaces

• Intersection of Walk With Ease and Safe Routes to 
Parks 

• Implementing Safe Routes to Parks in Oregon 
Communities 

• Future Learning and Technical Assistance 
Opportunities

• Discussion, Q&A

Next Up! 



Future Learning and Technical 
Assistance Opportunities



Safe Routes to Parks
Tactical Session

Tuesday
July 20, 2021

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

What To Expect:
● See real-life examples of 

others using the toolkit.
● Have an opportunity to 

ask questions of your 
peers.

● Get in-depth knowledge 
about the technical 
aspects of 
implementation.

● Receive additional 
resources.https://www.orpa.org/events/EventDetails.

aspx?id=1523702&group= 

https://www.orpa.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1523702&group


Future Learning and Technical 
Assistance Opportunities

Technical Assistance
• Take advantage of TA Office Hours with the Safe Routes 

Partnership!
• Learn more about Safe Routes to Parks and put the toolkit 

into action in your community! 
• Open to anyone interested in advancing Safe Routes to 

Parks
• All interested organizations should contact Becky Gilliam -

becky@saferoutespartnership.org

mailto:becky@saferoutespartnership.org


Q&A

What questions do you have? 

Ask our panel about the new 
Toolkit, ideas for aligning with Walk 

With Ease, questions about 
implementing 

Safe Routes to Parks in Oregon –
anything! 



Thank you! 

Questions? Contact Becky Gilliam 
becky@saferoutespartnership.org

mailto:becky@saferoutespartnership.org
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