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ChangelLab Solutions creates innovative law and policy
solutions that transform neighborhoods, cities, and states.
We do this because achieving the common good means
everyone has safe places to live and be active, nourishing
food, and more opportunities to ensure health. Our unique
approach, backed by decades of solid research and proven
results, helps the public and private sectors make
communities more livable, especially for those who are at
highest risk because they have the fewest resources.




DISCLAIMER

The information provided in this discussion is for informational
purposes only, and does not constitute legal advice.
ChangelLab Solutions does not enter into attorney-client
relationships.

ChangelLab Solutions is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization
that educates and informs the public through objective, non-
partisan analysis, study, and/or research. The primary purpose
of this discussion is to address legal and/or policy options to
Improve public health. There is no intent to reflect a view on
specific legislation.
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Safe Routes to School (SRT'S)
programs can help reduce

ols risk of liability
while making it safer for
students to walk or bike.
This fact sheet explains
liability fears shouldn’t ke
schools from supporting
SRTS programs, and offe
practical tips for schools and

community advocates.

FACT SHEETS

Safe Routes to School:
Minimizing Your Liability Risk

Some schools have been reluctant to support Safe Routes to Schoc
program s abo g s n injury or problem arises
such fears are largely unwarranted. By acting responsibly and understanding
ability issues in question, schools, nonprofits, and parent g;
s reap the health and academic benefits of SRTS pr
ograms can even
gers and putting

People who volunteer for a
nonprofit or school may be
concerned about a lawsuit
an injury occurs. This fact
sheet provides an overview
Because nony . \ools may all be involved in SRTS of legal protections designed
pjgzacs, i cxa bs kot of ps to understand SRTS 1o shield voluntee

and liability. This fact sh 't stop school liability,

g SRTS programs, provides an overview of liability and
lige 1 how school districts and others can reduce

negl
their risk of lial

consulting with a local lawyer may
, as well as in structuring SRTS

Because liability issucs vary from
be helpful in understand;
programs to minimize liability o
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Volunteers and Liability
The Federal Volunteer Protection Act

slunteers are crucial h obesity—leading kids in physical
activity through Safe Routes
cooking and gard
other programs.
nonprofits, cities, and counties to do more to create healthy ¢
children lead healthier I
if an injury
g Fortunately, a federal law—the Volunteer Py

nteers with significant protections from liabilit

tions for volunte

Protection Act protec
liminate the p
wernmental agency using the volunteer's services from liability; it only protects the

lunteers themselves.
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Locating schools within
communities can mean healthier
students by making it easier

Sfor students to walk and bike

t0 school, and to use school
playgrounds and facilities

outside of school hours.

Smart School Siting
How School Locations Can Make Students
Healthier and Communities Stronger

reason is because today's schools are located too far from
homes for walking or biking to be practical.’ In recent decades,
y of pressures, schools have increa been built on the
outskirts of communities.* As a result, two-thirds of schools are now located
far from where children live.* Meanwhile, obesity rates for children and
adolescents have more than tripled,* and nearly a third of children are
overweight or obese

But locating schools within communities can mean healthier students by
making it easier for students to walk and bil and to use scho
playgrounds and facilities outside of school houss. Districts can promote
healthy school siting by locating schools near where students live, whether
by retaining centrally located schools or by building new schools withi

communities instead of on their outskirts.
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FORTHCOMING PRODUCTS

Fact sheet on liability Fact sheet on liability and
and crossing guards remote drop offs
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THANK YOU!

Benjamin D. Winig
bwinig@changelabsolutions.org
changelabsolutions.org
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