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The National 
Center’s Data 
System: 
Improvements 
Ahead 



The National Center’s Data System 

Developed in 2007 
through an agreement 
with FHWA 
Purpose: Provide a 
centralized and 
standardized means 
of monitoring school 
travel patterns and 
parents’ perceptions 
about active school 
travel 



Data Collection Instruments 

Parent Survey Student Travel Tally 



Use of Data System to Date 

As of July 2015, SRTS 
data system had: 

• 1.4 million parent 
surveys 

• 317,000 travel 
tallies 

• from 14,000 
schools 



Openness of the Data System 

 Open to anyone 
who signs up at 
saferoutesdata.org 



Openness of the Data System 

 Can see any 
school’s data 
collection 
activity 



Openness of the Data System 

 Including which 
forms they 
used, when 
they used them 
and how many 
they collected 



Openness of the Data System 

 Under agreement  with FHWA, data 
in system are owned by state DOTs 

 Users create data accounts and 
allow others to view, edit, and 
download reports 



Data System Reports 

 Reports 
like these 



What’s Next for the Data System?  

 Two main 
improvements: 
1. Going Paperless 

2. Going Mobile-
friendly 



What will Stay the Same?  

 Paper forms will still be 
available 

 The National Center will 
continue to process paper 
forms until November 
15. Thereafter, users will 
have to enter in paper 
forms via 
saferoutesdata.org 
 



How will the Data System Change?  

 Introduction of “self-service” online 
parent survey 

 Introduction of online classroom 
tally  

 Creation of mobile friendly online 
data entry, making it easier than ever 
to enter paper forms into 
saferoutesdata.org 



Thank you! 

Seth LaJeunesse 
Associate Director 
National Center for Safe Routes to school 
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