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Liability 201:
Crossing Guards & Remote Drop Offs
Presented by
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ChangelLab Solutions

ChangelLab Solutions creates innovative law and policy
solutions that transform neighborhoods, cities, and states.
We do this because achieving the common good means
everyone has safe places to live and be active, nourishing
food, and more opportunities to ensure health. Our unique
approach, backed by decades of solid research and proven
results, helps the public and private sectors make
communities more livable, especially for those who are at
highest risk because they have the fewest resources.




DISCLAIMER

The information provided in this discussion is for informational
purposes only, and does not constitute legal advice.
ChangelLab Solutions does not enter into attorney-client
relationships.

ChangelLab Solutions is a non-partisan, nonprofit organization
that educates and informs the public through objective, non-
partisan analysis, study, and/or research. The primary purpose
of this discussion is to address legal and/or policy options to
Improve public health. There is no intent to reflect a view on
specific legislation.

© 2014 ChangelLab Solutions
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TO REITERATE

NO LIABILITY unless...
« Someone did not act with reasonable care, and

« That carelessness caused an injury



A KEY POINT

EVERYTHING we do involves risk...
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OUR TOOLBOX




CROSSING GUARDS & REMOTE DROP OFFS
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CROSSING GUARDS

B | ct’s talk in generalities...




CROSSING GUARDS

Case in Point
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REMOTE DROP OFFS

Benefit for...
* Those who live far away, or

* Those whose commute Is obstructed by an
unsafe physical/social situation
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REMOTE DROP OFFS
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REMOTE DROP OFFS

Communication



http://www.flickr.com/photos/killerturnip/8340532902/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/killerturnip/8340532902/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/killerturnip/8340532902/

REMOTE DROP OFFS

Documentation




REMOTE DROP OFFS
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Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
programs can help reduce
schools’ risk of liability
while making it safer for
students to walk or bike.
This fact sheet explains why
liability fears shouldn’t keep
schools from supporting
SRTS programs, and qﬁ’m‘
practical tips for schools and
community advocates.

ChangelLab Solutions

FACT SHEETS

Safe Routes to School:
Minimizing Your Liability Risk

Some schools have been reluctant to support Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
programs due to concerns about being sued if an injury or problem arises. But
such fears are largely unwarranted. By acting responsibly and understanding
the liability issues in question, schools, nonprofits, and parent groups can
help students reap the health and academic benefits of SRTS programs while
minimizing the risk of a lav In fact, well-run SRTS programs can even
reduce schools’ risk of liabili dentifying potential dangers and putting
measures in place to protect children against injury.

Because nonprofits, parent groups, and schools may all be involved in SRTS
programs, it can be important for each of these groups to understand SRTS

and liability. This fact sheet explains why liability fears shouldn’t stop school
districts from supporting SRTS programs, provides an overview of liability and
negligence, and offers practical tips on how school districts and others can reduce
their risk of liability

Because liability issues vary from state to state, consulting with a local lawyer may
be helpful in understanding your specific issues, as well as in structuring SRT'
programs to minimize liability concerns.

NATIONAL POLICY & LEGAL ANALYSIS NETWORK
TO PREVENT CHILDHOOD OBESITY
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Pegple who volunteer for a
nonprofit or school may be
concerned about a lawsuit if
an injury occurs. This fact
sheet provides an overview
of legal protections designed
to shield volunteers from
liability.

Volunteers and Liability
The Federal Volunteer Protection Act

Volunteers are crucial to the fight against childhood obesity—leading kids in physical
hrough Safe Routes to School programs and after-school activities, teaching
g and gardening classes, and encouraging healthy lifestyles through many
other programs. Volunteers often make it possible for financially stretched schools,
nonprofits, cities, and counties to do more to create healthy communities and help
children lead healthier lives.

But people sometimes worry that they could be at risk of liability if an injury occurs
while they are volunteering. Fortunately, a federal law—the Volunteer Protection
Act—provides volunteers with significant protections from liability associated with
volunteer activity' in every state but one.? Some states also have laws that provide
additional protections for volunteers.

‘The Volunteer Protection Act protects volunteers under many circumstances, although
it does not eliminate the possibility of a lawsuit. It does not shield the nonprofit or
governmental agency using the volunteer’s services from liabi it only protects the
volunteers themselves.

NATIONAL POLICY & LEGAL ANALYSIS NETWORK
TO PREVENT CHILDHOOD OBESITY
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ChangeLab Solutions
OTHER RESOURCES
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THANK YOU!

Benjamin D. Winig, JD, MPA
bwinig@changelabsolutions.org
changelabsolutions.org
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