
Talking about  

Safe Routes to School: 

Spice Up Your 

Communications 



Overview of Presentation 
• Introduction to Columbus SRTS 

• Key Partners and Relevant Talking Points 

• Culturally Relevant Communication 

 



Introduction to Columbus 

Safe Routes to School 
• Healthy Places Team at 

Columbus Public Health 

• School Travel Plan 

• Mayor’s Comprehensive 

Neighborhood Safety 

Strategy 

 



Exposure 
to violence 
as children 

1.9x risk 
for stroke 

3.9x risk 
for 

diabetes 

2.2x risk 
for heart 
disease 

2.4x risk 
for lung 
disease 

Introduction to Columbus 

Safe Routes to School 
• Address violent crime as 

a public health issue 

• Use Safe Routes to 
School as a strategy 

• Incorporate 5-Es through 
health equity lens 



Key Partners 

 
Internal 

• Neighborhood Health 

• Columbus Division of 
Police 

• Department of 
Neighborhoods 

• CARE Coalition 

• Department of Public 
Service 

 

External 

• Columbus City Schools 

• Community Connectors 

• Area Commissions 

• Civic Associations 

• YMCA 

• Neighborhood 

Leadership Academy 

 



Key Partners 

 



Key Partners 

 



Talking Points 

 • What’s important to person/group? 

• What’s the key message? 

• What are you asking (be specific)? 



Talking Points 

 Principals 

• Student performance and safety 

• Walking to school can raise test 

scores and improve attendance 

• Do auto-dial message to families 

for Walking School Bus training  



Talking Points 

 Area Commission  

• Neighborhood vitality 

• Presence of neighbors on sidewalks 

provides “eyes on the street” which reduces 

opportunity for crime 

• Recruit volunteers for  

 the program 



Culturally Relevant 

Communication 
• 5 Modes of Communication 

• Consider Language 

• #Teamworkmakesthedreamwork 



Culturally Relevant 

Communication 
• 5 Modes of Communication 

– 5 different modes (at least) 

– Consistent message 

– Specific ask 



Culturally Relevant 

Communication 
• Consider Language 

– Spoken/written 

– Same word different 

meaning 

– “Language of love” 



Breathing Square 
Deep Inhale (1, 2, 3, 4) 

Deep Exhale (1, 2, 3, 4) 
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Questions? 

 Email: kaswidarski@columbus.gov 

Phone: (614) 645-0380 

 


