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Keizer, OR
• Located in Marion County, north of 

Salem

• Population ~ 36,000 

• Schools are part of the Salem-Keizer 
School District – second largest in the 
state 

• Traffic Safety-Bikeways-Pedestrian 
Committee led the charge in 
identifying potential projects for 
ODOT grant
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ODOT Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Grant Program:
• New, dedicated state funding to address infrastructure barriers for students walking & 

biking to school.

• $10M available annually, increasing to $15M in 2023. 

• Eligibility Criteria: 
• Safety projects on public road right of way
• Consistent with jurisdictional plans
• Supported by school or school district
• Within 1-mile radius of a Title 1 School (40% or more low-income students)

• New program with quick turnaround: 
• July 23, 2018 – Call for proposals open 
• October 15, 2018 – Deadline to apply
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Planning the Walk Audit
• Met with Keizer Traffic-Bike-Ped

Committee members and Public 
Works to identify top two schools of 
interest: 

1. Cummings Elementary
2. Kennedy Elementary

• Met with school principal, parent 
group to discuss top safety concerns, 
informing the walking route

• Developed plan based on National 
Partnership Toolkit 
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Walk Audit of Kennedy 
Elementary School

Participants included: 

• City of Keizer Public Works & TBP 
Committee members

• Kennedy Elementary School 
parents & students

• AARP & Center 50+ 

• Just Walk Salem-Keizer

• Cherriots / Salem Area Mass 
Transit District
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• Relied on the National Partnership 
Toolkit

• Completed surveys and discussed 
throughout walk

• Had time after to review 
observations as a group and finalize 
notes

• After walk audit, compiled & 
summarized group’s observation, 
provided to all participants including 
Public Works for grant writing

• City inspired to do another walk audit 
at Cummings Elementary



WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer



WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer

Key Takeaways:

• Open exchange of knowledge & observations between 
community members and City

• Walk Audits are a tool for community building

• Our audits strengthened and diversified two grant 
applications 

• Challenges: time-sensitive grant, shifting priorities, 
continued public engagement

• Going Forward: opportunity for future infrastructure 
improvement, increased civic & public engagement



WALK AUDIT 2.0: CITY OF KEIZER

Becky Gilliam

Pacific Northwest Regional Policy Manager

Safe Routes to School National Partnership

becky@saferoutespartnership.org


	Walk Audit 2.0:�City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer
	WALK AUDIT 2.0: City of Keizer

