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Getting on the Same Page:
What do we mean by “shared use”?

Terminology
e Shared Use
Joint Use
oint Use “Agreement”
mmunity Use
ational Use

1 “Shared Use?”




Who Cares About Shared Use?
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Important Issues
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Does “Shared Use” Work?

» There is evidence to suggest that children who have access to existing and
renovated school recreational facilities outside of regular school hours are
more likely to be active (Farley et al, 2007; Maddock et al, 2008; Brink et al, 2010).




What Motivates Local Decision-Makers

Findings from national surveys of school and park administrators:
— They care about the health of their communities:
— Providing a clean, safe place for members of the community to be active
— They understand the importance of collaboration: |
— Building partnerships with community groups : T

— They care about people:
— Supporting families within their communities

Economic considerations




What Concerns Local Decision-Makers?

e Studies find:

— For Schools: Liability,
Insurance, safety, staffing,
maintenance, vandalism and
costs associated with running
programs and activities are key

barriers (Evenson et al 2010; Spengler
etal 2011, 2012; Cox et al 2011).

School Buildings are

OFF Limits

— For Parks: Priority of use e e
(scheduling issues), limited School Hours
space and facilities, limited Frespassgeupnlll be
hours of availability,

maintenance cost, and concern
over misuse and damage to park
facilities are key barriers.




Is State Policy Effective?

* Preliminary Findings from a RWJF funded study in Minnesota :

— Fewer than 40% of Minnesota Superintendents
knew about Minnesota shared use legislation a year

after its passage.

e Implications for training.
— Almost all were concerned about liabi

— Most felt that insurance provided the
protection, followed by contracts and

ity
pest liability

egislation

— Written guidance for shared use varied greatly



Types of Written Guidance
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What do communities have, what do they lack, and what do
they need?

The evidence suggests:

 Many communities, especially those
with populations at high risk for
obesity, lack recreational facilities.

« National studies suggest that
schools and parks share primarily
with one another and with
community sports leagues.




Community Groups Using School Facilities

College/University
For Profits
YMCA/YWCA
Faith Based Orgs
Boys/Girls Clubs
Parks

Youth Sports Leagues
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B Which organizations does your school share recreational/sports facilities or
programs with?




Community Groups Using Park Facilities

Faith Based Orgs
YMCA/YWCA

For Profits

Boy/Girl Scouts

Day Care/Pre School
Adult Sports Leagues

K-12 Schools

10

I 37%
I 51%

I 56%

I 70%

I 86%

B Which of the following
organizations use your
park facilities on a
regular basis or host
programs at your parks
for the purpose of
active recreation, sport,
or other form of
physical activity?

Youth Sports Leagues I 6%




Shared School Facilities

Exercise Stations

Weight Rooms
Walking/Jogging Paths/Tracks
Outdoor Basketball Courts
Swimming Pools

Gym

Tennis Courts

Playgrounds

Baseball/Softball fields

L

48%
55%
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1 Schools Share B Schools Have

80%




Focusing In...

What are the needs of residents in your community?

What recreational resources are available in your
community?

What partnerships exist that currently share recreational
resources in your community?

*How can we optimize the use of recreational resources
within communities?
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Important Considerations

One size does not fit all.
* Local policies and contracts (JUAs)
 State Policies

Don’t take the cart before the horse.

 Make evidence-based decisions that fit the needs of
your community and that will optimize recreational
resources.
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Questions and Answers

John O. Spengler, ID, PhD, Associate Professor,
CHHP, University of Florida

, Tel (352) 392-4042
ext. 1314

Natasha Frost, Staff Attorney, Public Health
Law Center

651-290-6454
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